
     

 

 

 

 

 

The Start of Something New 
 

“See, I am making all things new” (Revelation 21:5, NRSV.) 

Most people see Memorial Day 

Weekend as the unofficial start of 

summer. It’s for good reason as 

the weather warms up, the days 

keep getting longer, and students 

take a much needed break from 

school. The end of May contains 

the limitless possibilities of three 

months spread out in front of us 

like a large empty canvas. Each of 

us is given a brush and a paint 

palette; what we create might be 

mundane, or it might be a priceless 

work of art. The point is the time 

is ours to do with as we will.  

Memorial Day Weekend also kicks 

off a period of lighter attendance 

in worship and other church 

activities. This is natural as the 

warmer weather beckons many to 

hit the road for overdue visits and 

much-needed vacations. There are 

a lot of special activities happening 

at St. Mark over the summer. We 

will gather on Sunday, June 5 for  

a very special worship service and 

fellowship event. On Pentecost, 

the Holy Spirit blew into the upper 

room as a mighty wind, filling each 

of the disciples, and giving 

everyone the ability to speak in 

new languages. This wasn’t the 

gibberish of a lunatic or the 

babbling of a baby; this was the 

start of something new. God’s plan 

of grace was going global, and the 

Lord needed these ordinary 

individuals to spread the good 

news. 

June 5 is also St. Mark 

Presbyterian Church’s 60th 

Anniversary. The Presbytery of 

St. Louis commissioned the new 

congregation on Pentecost Sunday, 

May 27, 1962 at Westridge 

Elementary School. 92 individuals 

signed the commissioning 

document that still hangs in Room 

102. We will have elements from 

the original service in our 60th  

Anniversary Celebration and a  

long overdue church picnic in the 

back parking lot following worship. 

The church is providing grilled hot 

dogs, brats, chips and Ted Drewes 

frozen custard. There will also be 

fun activities planned for young 

and old alike. 

The church officially gathered in 

1962 with the sure and firm 

conviction God was about to start 

something new in, with, and 

through it; we will gather once 

more on the first Sunday in June 

with the same conviction. 

Memorial Day is always a call to 

remember, but Pentecost provides 

the reminder God is starting 

something new and is inviting us to 

participate. Please plan on joining 

us for this important Sunday and 

consider inviting a friend, family 

member, or neighbor to be a part 

of this renewing event. 

In Hope and Confidence, 

Pastor Dave 
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SESSION SNIPPETS 

May 16, 2022 

At the May 16, 2022 meeting of Session, the 

following items are of interest: 

• The 40% of the Pentecost Offering that St. Mark

donates locally will be evenly distributed between

Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services and

Isaiah 58’s Back-to-School Program.

• St. Mark’s partnership with the Claymont

Homeowner’s Association, with several events

already on the calendar, reflects the goal of being

more involved in the community and being

“present”.  These events are an opportunity to

get to know our neighbors better.

• Golf Tournament, supporting Circle of Concern,

and the Upcoming ABC Sale (August5-6) are fun

and significant ways that St. Mark gives to the

larger community, beyond the neighborhood.

Many thanks to the Deacons and everyone else

who works to make these events a success.

• Talk about volunteers—we have many who do so

much, and we can always use more.  For example,

there’s the Sunday morning teachers for the kids,

the Jerusalem Festival (setting up, manning, and

taking down), GLPBY Meeting, VBS, special days

of celebration, serving as an officer, and on and

on.  If you’re not involved, you’re missing out on

a lot of fun.  Join in!

PENTECOST OFFERING 

When we think of Pentecost we think of the color 

red—the red of youth, joy, discovery, and growth.  

Pentecost is always the seventh Sunday after Easter 

and this year we will celebrate on June 5 and 

welcome our Confirmands to membership at St. 

Mark.  A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the 

church encourage, develop, and support its young 

people, and it also addresses the needs of at-risk 

children. St. Mark retains 40% of what is collected to 

distribute locally. This is your chance to make a 

difference for children and youth at risk and young 

adults. 

DEACONS IN ACTION 

CARE GIVING 

COMMITTEE 

Matthew 25: 40 "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 

the least of these who are members of my family, 

you did it to me." 

We are called to care about our church family, but 

we also have a dedicated group of women who do 

this in our name, the Caregiving Committee. 
These 21 women meet monthly to make plans to 

care for as many as 32 church members.  

They send cards for birthdays, get well, sympathy, 

and thinking- of-you occasions, 27 so far this year.  In 

the fall gift cards are sent to college students, as care 

packages to begin their year. 

The committee plans to distribute three meals to 

their list in the course of the year. They deliver 

flowers before Independence Day (Patriotic 

Delivery), and they prepare Advent Gift Bags with 24 

individually-wrapped presents.   

The committee meets monthly to compare notes on 

their deliveries and solve problems that come up in 

reaching out to their list of clients. 

If you know people who would benefit from this 

outreach or if you would like to join the committee, 

contact Laurie Dolson, Committee Chair.  

And thank God for these caregivers who are acting 

on your behalf. They are the hearts and hands that 

answer Jesus' mandate to care for his family. 

60th Anniversary All Church Picnic after church on 

Sunday, June 5th!  Food, activities and fun will be in 

the parking lot of the church.  Hot Dogs, Brats, Ted 

Drewe's Custard!  Pie Eating contest, Cotton Candy, 

and Corn Hole Tournament too!  Everyone is 

welcome to join in the celebration! 



As you’ve recently heard, 

our ABC Sale is back, 

and your help is most 

definitely needed! For us 

to be successful, we 

depend very heavily on the positions we call our 

“department heads”. These are the folks in charge of 

each of the sale areas we have, for example, Men’s 

Clothing, Women’s Clothing, Sporting Goods, etc. 

Just as the overall sale itself has co-chairs, most of 

our departments are structured the same way so 

that the burden of responsibility is shared rather 

than on just one person.  

 

We have several open positions currently and we 
need to fill these soon as we enter June and activity 

for ABC sale preparation ramps up. Please review 

the list below and prayerfully consider whether you 

could take on one of these areas of responsibility. 

Please know that we will give you all the help you 

need to make you successful. Here we go: 

• Women’s Clothing: we need two to three co-

chairs for this department. The prior chairs 

for this area are very willing to help guide you 

through the learning process. 

• Holiday Items: Valery Steiner is currently a 

co-chair for this department; we are looking 

for a co-chair to work with her. 

• Luggage, puzzles, games, baskets: we need a 

chairperson for this department as well. 

• Online sales (using eBay): we need someone 

willing to conduct online sales for ABC sale 

items deemed better to sell online rather 

than at the sale itself.  

In addition to this, we will need all kinds of help with 

set-up, greeters, cashiers, help in each of the 

departments, clean-up and so forth. More 

information on these positions will be coming out 

shortly. 

 

Please come help us make this an ABC Sale to 

remember! 

 

Contact any of the ABC Sale Co-Chairs to volunteer 

for an open department co-chair position or for 

more information. 

 

Joyce Blackwell, Glenn Knopf, Pam Ladley -- ABC 

Sale Co-Chairs 

 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

AT ST. MARK 

FRIDAY BIBLE STUDY 

The Reformation for Armchair Theologians, 

by Glenn S. Sunshine 

Join us select Friday mornings starting through the 

summer from 9:00-10:00 am online or in room 102 

as we venture onward to learn more about our faith 

tradition. 

Contact Pastor MP to be added to the Friday 

morning Bible Study group email and to receive your 

Zoom link if you are joining us online.  

mpanco@discoverstmark.org 

 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 

Sunday school for children PreK – 5th grade takes 

place during Sunday worship, immediately following 

the Children’s Message. 

Nursery Care, for ages 0 - 2yrs, is available Sunday 

mornings from 9:45 – 11:00 am. 
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VACATION 

BIBLE 

SCHOOL IS 

JULY 18-20!   

 

 

 
Go to www.discoverstmark.org to register children 

from preschool – 5th grade to attend this year's 

Vacation Bible School AND consider registering 

yourself to volunteer as well!  

 

VBS POTLUCK DINNERS 
June 1 & 29, 5:30 – 7:30 pm  

June 1 – Dierberg’s fried chicken & June 29 – 

Bandanas pulled pork 

Bring a side dish and help prepare for VBS “Making 

Waves.”  There will be painting, crafts, and 

miscellaneous tasks to prepare for VBS, July 18, 19, & 

20.  If you cannot make the VBS Potluck Dinner 

dates, we will have a VBS work schedule in the 

Narthex on June 5 where you can sign up for specific 

times between July 10 – 16.  If you have questions, 

please contact Latisha Gilliland. 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  

WITH YOUTH 
 

 

 

 

Youth will not meet on Wednesdays during the 

summer!  See you in September! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP  
There is still room for you! Contact Pastor MP if you 
are interested.  Our final trip meetings is June 8 at 6 

pm. Parents are welcome to stay but it is not 

required 

 

 

Join us Pentecost Sunday June 5th as members of the 

2022 class of confirmands publicly affirm their faith 

during worship. We rejoice with them as they 

declare their faith as part of the body of Christ. 

Congratulations confirmands! 

 

 

MISSION AT ST. MARK 

 

FOOD PANTRY MOST WANTED 

ITEMS  
We are collecting the following items for Circle of 

Concern and Isaiah 58: 
• Peanut Butter 

• Jelly 

• Canned Pasta with 

Meat 

• Cereal 

• Laundry Detergent 

Please place your donations on the table in the 

pastors’ hallway. You may also write a check 

indicating the mission partner(s) on the memo line. 

  

 

ADULT MISSION TRIP:  

JULY 9-16 – SPIRIT LAKE, NORTH 

DAKOTA 
 

There will be a meeting in Room 

102 on June 26 at 11 am following 

Sunday worship.  Please pray for 

the team as they finalize their trip 

plans 
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Equal Exchange / Fair 

Trade in the Narthex  

Sunday June 19 
Equal Exchange products 

will be available for purchase 

in the Narthex on Sunday 

June 19.   Credit and Debit 

cards accepted.  St. Mark 

supports Equal Exchange’s 

mission to build long-term 

trade partnerships that are economically just and 

environmentally sustainable, to foster mutually 

beneficial relationships between small farmers and 

consumers. 
 

LENTEN WATER CHALLENGE 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Lenten 

Water Challenge and donated to Marion Medical 

Mission. The $5,127 St. Mark raised will provide 11 

clean water wells in Africa. We continue to support 

this ministry throughout the year, and we appreciate 

your ongoing support.  
 
 

 

WE WISH LYNNE THE BEST IN HER 

RETIREMENT! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The July Messenger will be published on 

Friday, July 1. The deadline to submit articles 

is Wednesday, June 15. 
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