
     

 

 

 

 

Here is the World

I never met the author and 

ordained Presbyterian minister, 

Frederick Buechner, but he has 

been a constant companion in 

my ministry for over two 

decades. I am not sure who 

introduced me to his writings, 

but I am certain it was sometime 

in my seminary years back east. 

I’ve quoted him many times in 

my sermons because his 

beautiful words continue to echo 

through my spirit. Buechner 

passed away on August 15 at the 

age of 96. As a way of 

introducing him to others and 

honoring his life, I am posting a 

quote every day on Facebook. 

It’s an easy thing to start, but it’s 

a hard thing to finish because he 

has so much to say to us today. 

For now, I think it’s enough to 

hear these words. 

“Here is the world. Beautiful and 
terrible things will happen. Don't 

be afraid.”  

I don’t know if these are 

Buechner’s words or if they are 

God’s. I suppose it’s accurate to 

say they’re both. From the 

earliest light of creation, I can 

hear the almighty saying, “Here 

is the world.” Every morning as 

we rise out of bed, rub our eyes, 

and stretch our legs, “Here is 

the world.” All days and all 

interactions are an opportunity 

for joy and sorrow, peace and 

pain, celebration and 

disappointment. Beautiful things 

like the arrival of an unexpected 

card or the receipt of 

undeserved forgiveness will 

happen. Terrible things like 

painful betrayals or 

overwhelming anger will happen. 

Here is the world; today is a gift 

for each of us to breathe in and 

enjoy. Don’t miss out on the 

beautiful because you’re afraid of 

the terrible. 

A major theme of Buechner’s 
work is God’s grace. This is 

something that, like Jesus Christ, 

is the same yesterday, today, and 

forever (Hebrews 13:8.) In 

books, articles, and sermons, 

Buechner keeps coming back to 

this divine unmerited favor. This 

truth strengthened the author 

through many tragedies and 

triumphs. It was the light that 

shone through his work. It is the 

hope for all of us every day.  

 

“Here is the world. Beautiful and 

terrible things will happen. Don’t 

be afraid.”  

 

May we see all of our days as 

gifts knowing that in the beautiful 

and in the terrible, our God is 

with us always and forever. 

 

In Hope and Confidence, 

 

Pastor Dave 
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 SESSION SNIPPETS 

Session Snippets August 15, 2022 
Since Session did not meet in July, there was a lot of 

business to handle and a lot to report. 

• The brick circle near the water fountain outside

the Mark door has been repaired.  A portion was

sinking, and it was becoming a hazard.  Check it

out!

• Technology is working with The Miller Group, our

external “all computer things” consultant, to

upgrade and replace equipment for staff, where

needed.  We heard a cheer raised!

• Keeping in mind the original intent of the gift of

our bus, noting the age of the vehicle, its little

usage, and recognizing that things have changed

and members who cannot attend worship in

person have the option to participate via

YouTube, the bus will be sold.  See the separate

article for more information.

• At this time there is no change in St. Mark’s

masking and social distancing policies.

• Plans are in motion for Discover St. Mark Sunday

on September 11.  Stay tuned!

St. Mark will host its fifth annual Discover Sunday on 

September 11. Various groups will have information 

tables introducing their ministries and mission. It is a 

fantastic way to learn more about how St. Mark serves 

our neighbors both near and far. This is a great 

Sunday to invite a friend to join you at church. The 

event will run from 9:00 until 11:15 am. There will 

not be an evening worship service on 

Saturday, September 10.   

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS 

OFFERING 
“A Season of Peace” begins September 3/4 and 

completes October 1/2, World Communion Sunday. 

The Peace and Global Witness Offering (previously 

the Peacemaking Offering) will be collected during 

that time. 

The words of Isaiah 55 convey a profound message to 

us during A Season of Peace: For you shall go out in joy, 

and be led forth in peace. 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. We are in desperate 

need of joyful and brave people who are willing to ask 

the hard questions and live the difficult solutions that 

make peace possible. Through the Peace & Global 

Witness Offering, we connect with each other, as the 

Church, together, to confront systems of injustice 

and promote reconciliation in places around the 

world and right here at home. 

Our participation in the Peace and Global Witness 

Offering provides funds for those programs. St. Mark 

retains 25% of the total for local use, which has 

historically gone to the Presbyterian Children’s Home 

and Services and St. Martin Peace Meal.  Use the 

special envelope in your September packet or simply 

mark your check for the Peace and Global Witness 

Offering.  Thank you for your generosity—and for 

looking for the usher after worship in the Narthex 

with the offering plate! 

SEPTEMBER 25th   

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
There will be a Congregational Meeting on September 

25 following the 10:00 am service.  A slate of 

nominees to serve as deacons and elders will be 

presented for election and some changes to the 

Bylaws need congregation approval.  Plan to stay after 

the worship service to participate in these important 

votes. 



THE SALE OF THE ST. MARK BUS 
Upon her death in 2014, Lydia Hagedorn, thinking of 

those who had transportation needs in order to 

participate in St. Mark worship and activities, donated 

the funds to purchase a bus and to maintain it.  It was 

a thoughtful and helpful gift and we celebrate that.  

Recognizing the reality of changing needs, an aging 

vehicle, and ongoing maintenance, Session has made 

the decision to sell the bus.  The funds will be 

combined with those being held for bus maintenance 

to create a restricted Transportation Fund, which will 

be used for future transportation expenses, thus 

continuing with Lydia’s original intent.  What an 

amazing gift this has been and will continue to be. 

 

 

DEACONS IN ACTION 

WORSHIP SUPPORT COMMITTEE 
The Worship Support Committee is comprised of 

individuals and committees that support our worship 

services. 

Vicki Chabot schedules Greeters. 

Judy Richardson and Valerie Steiner coordinate our 

monthly Communion. 

Nikki Douglas and her committee ensure the 

Sanctuary is prepared for both Sunday services and 

special services (i.e. proper paraments, Baptismal 

Font, candles, palms for Palm Sunday, Advent candles, 

decorations). 

Glenn Knopf coordinates usher teams and substitute 

ushers. 

 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

AT ST. MARK 

FRIDAY BIBLE STUDY 

The Reformation for Armchair Theologians, 

by Glenn S. Sunshine 
Join us Friday mornings throughout the summer from 
9:00-10:00 am online or in room 102 as we venture 
onward to learn more about our faith tradition. Contact 
Pastor MP to be added to the Friday morning Bible Study 
group email and to receive your Zoom link and class dates. 
mpanco@discoverstmark.org  

 

This is an exciting time in the life and ministry of St. 

Mark, and we encourage all our guests to learn more 

about the Christian faith, the Reformed Tradition, and 

our Presbyterian Church. Pastor Dave will help 

facilitate a three-week Membership Exploration 

Class beginning on September 18 from 8:50-9:45 

am, in Room 102. We are thankful you discovered St. 

Mark, and we believe now is the time to explore the 

mission and ministry of our congregation. Please 

contact the church office for more information 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 

Sunday school for children PreK – 5th grade takes 

place during Sunday worship, immediately following 

the Children’s Message. 

Nursery Care, for ages 0 - 2yrs, is available Sunday 

mornings from 9:45 – 11:00 am. 

 

Joins us for PreK – 5th grade activities and curriculum-
based programs every Wednesday from 5:00 – 6:00 

pm! 

 

SAINTS & 

SIBLINGS 

Immediately following 

worship service - 

elementary student 

families, come for some 

time with family and 

church friends. $10 per 

kid for 2 hours of 

unlimited access to go 

karts, bumper boats, batting cages, kiddie karts, 

miniature golf, bumper cars, and indoor playground. 

Get more info and sign up at this link St. Mark: St. 

Mark Saints and Siblings @ Swing Around Fun Town 

(signupgenius.com) or contact Latisha 

at lgilliland@discoverstmark.com.  

 

mailto:mpanco@discoverstmark.org
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CHILDREN’S 

CHRISTMAS 

MUSICAL 
Children's musical for 

K-5 and PreK choir 

starts on Wednesdays 

5-6PM in Fellowship 

Hall beginning 

September 14 with a 

kick-off party and pre-

viewing of the musical 

performance.  Sign-up 

early on Discover 

Sunday through the 

month of September.  

Coming December 4th!!!  Contact 

lgilliland@discoverstmark.org for more information 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 
Fall Festival - Oct. 16 - Join us for our annual festival 

featuring Good Turn Daily Bluegrass Band.  We will 

have food, fun and activities for the whole family! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  

WITH YOUTH 

Youth Wednesdays resume September 14th at 6pm. If 

you are a 6th – 12th grader, you are invited to join us 

for fun, faith, fellowship and FOOD! If you have any 

questions, contact Pastor MP at 

mpanco@discoverstmark.org.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL 6TH-12TH GRADERS are invited to join us for an 

8-hour lock from 4pm-midnight on Saturday 

September 24th. We will have dinner, snacks, and 

beverages and play lots of games. If you have a 

favorite snack, drink, or game, feel free to bring it 

with you! Friends are encouraged so ask someone to 

come along. A 2022-2023 permission slip is required 

for each person attending and can be found on the 

church website. RSVP to Pastor MP at 

mpanco@discoverstmark.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 23rd Youth Hangout  

Noon–4pm  

Eckert’s Apple Farm   

More details coming soon!  
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MISSION AT ST. MARK 

FOOD PANTRY MOST WANTED  
We are collecting the following items for Circle of 

Concern and Isaiah 58: 

• cereal and oatmeal 

• Pasta sauce in cans 

preferred (no glass 

please) 

• canned chicken and sardines (no tuna 

please) 

• Shampoo* 

• Laundry detergent* 

Please place your donations on the table in the 

pastors’ hallway.  *Non-food products such as 

shampoo and laundry detergent cannot be purchased 

with food stamps.  

 

EQUAL EXCHANGE / FAIRLY 

TRADED IN THE NARTHEX 
Check out the products 

available for purchase in 

the Narthex on Sunday 

September 18th.   There 

is so much care and 

expertise from farmers 

that go into Equal 

Exchange / Fairly Traded 

products!  St. Mark 

supports this mission to build long-term trade 

partnerships that are economically just and 

environmentally sustainable, and to foster mutually 

beneficial relationships between small farmers and 

consumers (that’s us!). Credit and Debit cards accepted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHOEBOX CHRISTMAS 
The 2022 adult mission team to Spirit Lake North 

Dakota will be sharing preparing shoeboxes for 

Christmas 2022. More information on how you can 

participate will be coming soon!  

What is Shoebox Christmas?  

Shoebox Christmas is a program that provides 
Christmas gifts to children in need in the Dakotas and 

Minnesota. This past Christmas over 6,500 gifts were 

donated and distributed in North and South Dakota 

and Minnesota. In South Dakota the Crow Creek and 

Pine Ridge reservations and the Enemy Swim school 

near Sisseton received gifts. In North Dakota the 

Spirit Lake Nation and the Turtle Mountain 

reservations received gifts. In Minnesota the Red Lake 

Reservation received gifts. Several Churches in all 

three states also received gifts.  

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 



PW is collecting baby items for Newborns in Need 

during the month of September.  Newborns in Need 

is a charity that specializes in the needs of babies local 

and national nonprofit organization.    

 

New and gently used baby items such as bibs, 

booties, burp cloths, hats, onsies, socks, sweaters, 

and undershirts (clothing sizes up to 12 months) are 

appreciated.  Donations of Sleepers, blankets, baby 

wash, wipes, and diapers are especially needed and 

maybe placed in the Pack n Play in the Narthex.  

 

Monetary donations are greatly appreciated.  Make 

checks out to Newborns in Need and ask for a tax 

receipt.  Mail to: Newborns in Need c/o Judy 

Giovanoni, 461 Bluff Meadow Dr., Ellisville, MO PW  
63021  

 

Contact Shirley Boeker or Louise Grothe for more 

information. 

 

PW Book Club meets September 22 at 9:30AM 

virtually and in Room 102.  We will be voting on the 

books we will read next year. 

Please forward your nominations to Judy Richardson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer Circle invites you to join us to pray for 

fellow St. Mark members, our friends and neighbors 

near and around the world who need prayers.  We 

meet on Monday mornings at 9:30 in the adult library. 

Our meetings only last about forty-five minutes. 

Everyone is welcome! 

The Prayer List is always available in the Prayer Circle 

mailbox in the church office and at the Welcome 

Center on Sunday mornings. Please take a list and 

pray for those on it when you can. 

If you would like more information about the Prayer 

Circle contact Pat Marshall. 

 

 

 
We are excited to let you know our Go Getter outings 

will resume on Tuesday, September 13.  We will 

enjoy lunch at the Lazy River Grill, 631 Big Bend 

Road, Manchester, MO  63021, lazyyellow.com, at 12 

noon.  Invite a friend and meet us there. 

Please notify Jan Graves or Judy Richardson of your 

plans to attend as soon as possible.     

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Please Save the Date for 

Sunday, November 

20th!  Giving Thanks will 

return in 2022!  We are 

already making plans to 

prepare and enjoy a 

traditional turkey supper 

with all the trimmings for 

our church family and 

friends!   

 

 

 

http://lazyyellow.com/


FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY  
We are excited to host the Claymont Neighborhood 

Food Truck Friday event again on September 9 in our 

lower parking lot. The event will begin at 5:30 PM. 

There will be lots of great food, live music, and 

activities for kids. We hope to see you there 

 

 

NURSERY WORKER POSITION 
We are looking for long-term energetic person(s) to 

love and care for our Sunday morning (and possibly 

Wednesday choir) children. We care for kids 2 

months - 3 years of age. You will work with another 

employee to provide a safe and loving environment 

during the Sunday morning church service and 

possibly on Weds. evenings during choir time. 

Sunday's clock in is from 9:15a.m. until 11:15a.m. 

Wednesday evenings are from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m.  Our nursery (room 301-302) is located 

between the main Annex and the Pre-school 

building.  A complete list of responsibilities is available 

through the church office. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NIGHT TO JOIN SCOUTING 
September 8th at Claymont Elementary   6:30 - 8:00 

p.m.  Please join us to sign up or just to ask questions 

about scouting with St. Mark's Cub Pack 631. 
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