
     

 

The Warm Light of 

Advent 
The English preacher, William 

Lonsdale Watkinson, is 

credited with coining the 

phrase, “It is better to light a 

single candle than to curse the 

darkness.” I don’t know if the 

sermon took place during 

Advent or in the December 

cold, but I like to think it did. 

The late sunrises and early 

sunsets testify the days are 

shorter, and the nights are 

longer. It’s natural to think on 

other places where the 

darkness has laid hold with its 

icy grip. The war in Ukraine is 

about to enter its third year, 

the Holy Land is filled with 

terror, and it feels like the only 

certainty in our world is 

uncertainty. Closer to home, 

we witness the horrors of mass 

shootings, experience incivility 

whenever we dare to enter the 

political public square, and are 

living through wild economic 

swings.  

 

 

 

 

I would not blame anyone if 

they felt a little swearing at the 

night was in order. There is a 

better way forward. 

I believe the church liturgical 

calendar offers up hope (along 

with peace, joy, and love) for 

those of us willing to stand up 

to the night. The next four 

weeks are the darkest of the 

year, but we will light candles at 

the beginning of every worship 

service. We do this as a way of 

marking time as we approach 

Christmas Eve, but we also do 

it in anticipation of Jesus’ 

triumphal return. The light was 

there at the very beginning and 

this light will lead us through 

the end. “In him was life, and 

the life was the light of all 

people.  The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did 

not overcome it” (John 1:4-5, 

NRSV.)  

 

 

 

 

 

I do not know what long night 

you might be in right now, but I 

do know the darkness does not 

have the final say.  

Hope wins. 

     Peace wins. 

 Joy wins. 

      Love wins. 

  Christ wins. 

 

May we all experience the 

Advent season of anticipation 

and preparation with candles, 

prayers, and praise. May you 

have the light of Christ in your 

hearts even on the longest 

nights. May you reflect this light 

into the world so desperate to 

believe there is a better path 

forward. Little deeds of grace, 

kindness, and forgiveness might 

not seem like much, but these 

lights have the power to change 

the world. May we hold them 

up high for everyone to see. 

 

In Hope and Confidence, 

Pastor Dave 
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 SESSION SNIPPETS 
November 20 Meeting of Session: 

• Plans for numerous upcoming events were

discussed, including Jingle Mingle and the Children’s

Musical (December 3), Breakfast with Santa

(December 9), Blue Christmas (December 14),

Trivia Night, (February 24).

• It was noted that Sunday, December 24 is the last

Sunday in Advent as well as Christmas Eve, with

services celebrating both.  Attend one and/or all:

10:00m a.m., 5:00, 7:00.

• Final numbers are not yet in, but the Christmas

Boutique was a great success.

• Kathy Emge, attending as a St. Mark Commissioner,

reported on the Presbytery Gathering on

November 4.  The guest speaker was Shavon

Starling-Louis, General Assembly Co-Moderator.

Her message of focus was the church’s message

must be “Your suffering matters to me”.  Rev. Dr.

Dave Burgess was installed as the Vice-Moderator

of GLPBY, which is a one-year term, with a second

year serving as the Moderator, and the third year

serving as the Moderator of the Vision Team.

NOVEMBER WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

Saturday Sunday Sunday 

Total 

Attendance 

In Person Online 

Nov. 

4 & 5  12 126 75 213 

Nov. 

11 & 12 13 143 91 247 

Nov. 

18 & 19 12 173 69 254 

Nov. 

25 & 26 17 157 68 242 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

What child is this?  Jesus Christ, a perfect gift from a 

gracious God. 

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect God’s 

perfect gift to us, with generous support of church 
leaders among us—past, present, and future—who 

have pointed us to God. 

We honor and celebrate leaders like retired pastors, 

church workers and their families who have faithfully 

guided and led us but who now find themselves in 

critical financial need.  We honor and celebrate 

emerging leaders like students in schools and colleges 

equipping communities of color, who develop 

leadership skills as they pursue their education and 

prepare to bring their gifts in service to the world God 

loves so much. 

Let’s continue St. Mark’s tradition of strongly 

supporting the Christmas Joy Offering.  Use the 

envelope in your packet or simply designate the Joy 

Offering in the memo line on your check made out to 

St. Mark. 



CELEBRATING OUR SATURDAY 

SERVICE 

The St. Mark Session recently voted to conclude the 

Saturday evening service. The church began offering 

this additional opportunity in the late 1990’s for 

individuals who could not attend on Sundays. The 

world has changed plenty over the past 25 years as 

members and guests can now livestream services and 

watch worship on-demand. We will celebrate the 

conclusion of this Saturday gathering with a special 

service on December 16 at 5:00 PM. Everyone is 

invited to attend as we give thanks for this special 

season in the life of our congregation. Please contact 

Pastor Dave with any questions or concerns. 

 

 ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

AT ST. MARK 

Please join us for the 

final Sunday in the 

study “Galatians, 

Grace, and 

Gratitude” on 

December 3 at 8:50 

AM in Room 102. Let Pastor Dave know if you have 

any thoughts, questions, or if you need the ZOOM link 

for remote participation. 

 

ST. MARK MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
The men’s bible study meets in room 102 every 

Tuesday at 7:30 am. We are reading, What’s So 

Amazing About Grace by Philip Yancy.  All men are 

welcome!  You may contact Bruce Cranston or Glen 

Corlett for more information. 

 

 

Friday Bible 

Study 

Join us Friday 

mornings from 

9:00 am - 10:00 

am on 

December 1st, 

8th, 15th, and 

22nd, either in 

person or on 

Zoom. You can 

buy the book if you desire but it is not necessary 

though we will be drawing from parts of it for the 

discussion. If you have any questions or want the 

Zoom link, contact pastor MP 

mpanco@discoverstmark.org . 

 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Sunday school for children PreK – 5th grade takes place 

during Sunday worship, immediately following the 

Children’s Message. 

Nursery Care, for ages 0 - 2yrs, is available Sunday 

mornings from 8:30 – 11:00 am. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SIGN IN! 
Please be sure to sign in your student(s) for Sunday 

School!  Parents will receive a card after Time With 

Children with a QR code for access to the sign in.  We 

ask that you have your student(s) registered so that we 

can contact you via text in the event that you are 

needed. 

DECEMBER 3 

CHILDREN’S MUSICAL - 4PM, JINGLE 

MINGLE – 5 PM 
Join Children’s Ministries and the Fellowship 

Committee on December 3rd for the Children's 

Musical "The Christmas County Spelling Bee beginning 

at 4 pm in the Sanctuary. Immediately following the 

show, please join us for the Jingle Mingle in the 

Narthex from 5 pm to 7pm. Bring an appetizer or 

dessert to share and Fellowship will provide a festive 

punch to wash down all the yummy treats! 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  

WITH YOUTH 

 

Youth 6th grade and up meet Wednesdays from 6:00 – 

7:00 pm for food, fun, fellowship, and faith! If you have 

any questions, contact pastor MP 

mpanco@discoverstmark.org or call the church office. 

 

 

December classes are December 3, 10, and 17 at 9 am. 

 

Our December Youth Hangout will take place at the 

ZOO! If you have not reserved your tickets or have 

any questions contact Pastor MP 

mpanco@discoverstmark.org. 

 

mailto:mpanco@discoverstmark.org
mailto:mpanco@discoverstmark.org


MISSION AT ST. MARK 

DECEMBER FOOD PANTRY CRITICAL 

NEEDS 

• Kid-friendly Cereal 

• Instant Oatmeal 

• Jelly (we have peanut butter – 

yay!) 
• Adult personal care products – 

shampoo, deodorant, bar soap, toothpaste & 

toothbrushes, lotion* 

All year long, we collect food and hygiene items for 

Circle of Concern and Isaiah 58 Ministries.  *Non-food 

products cannot be purchased with food stamps.  

Please place donations on the table in the Pastors’ 

hallway. 

 

New and gently used clean 

winter coats and clothing are 

needed for men, women, and 

kids, all sizes, and styles.  

Our mission partners will 

ensure someone in need receives your gift of warmth!  

Place your donations in the foyer outside the office. 

 

 

EQUAL EXCHANGE / FAIRLY 

TRADED – 

December 3, 10, & 17 

in the Narthex 

Great host/hostess gifts 

and treats for you and 

your loved ones! 

When you choose Equal 

Exchange, you’re supporting a more equitable 

alternative trade system that empowers local 

communities and small family farms worldwide. 

Cash, Credit, Debit, Tap accepted. 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH    

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

THANK YOU, ST. MARK! 
The Presbyterian Women of St Mark wish to thank 

everyone who assisted in making our 2023 Christmas 

Boutique and Angel Street Café a resounding success. 

We grossed over $10,000 dollars, leaving a profit after 

expenses of over $8,000 to be distributed among our 

mission partners. Whether you donated time with set-

up and clean-up, worked in the kitchen/cafe or assisted 

with vendors, provided baked or cooked items for our 

café, or any other tasks, we are so very grateful for the 

support of our church family. 

PW Book club will meet on Wednesday, December 

20, at 9:30 am.  The book for this month is The Maid 

by Nita Prose.  Judy Richardson will lead the 

discussion.  There is an option to participate virtually.  

Please contact Judy Richardson for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parents of preschool and elementary age kids (and 

anyone else who wants to join) - Join us Friday, 

December 15, at 6 pm for a holiday potluck and Ugly 

Sweater Contest. Bring your favorite side dish! 

Childcare will be provided at St. Mark from 6-10 pm. 

Got to this link to RSVP by December 11. 

https://www.evite.com/event/02BAQMXERRINLU7QE

EPOM7K4AHX4EQ/ or contact Shelley Lester. 

 

 

Blue Christmas service provides a quiet and 

contemplative worship space as an alternative to the 

more traditional Christmas gatherings. This service is 

in honor of those who are experiencing grief and 
struggling with loss and is a holiday tradition in the U.S. 

dating back to 1990. 

Join us here at St. Mark Presbyterian Church for a 

service of hope and healing where you will have an 

opportunity to honor your loved one as you are 

invited to light a candle in their name. As you depart, 

you will be handed a small keepsake in remembrance 

of the service. 
The service will be led by Pastor MP and is sponsored 

by the St. Mark Stephen’s Ministry Team. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

Pastor MP mpanco@discoverstmark.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, December 17, we invite you to share your 

nativity/creche with St. Mark before and after worship 

service. Tables will be provided in the Narthex to set 

up your display and we encourage you to share your 

family traditions with the church.  For more 

information contact Sally Shepherd or Mary Beth 

Powell. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE OPEN HOUSE 
The Burgess Family invites you to join us for an 

informal open house on Christmas Eve. We will open 

our doors (419 Claymont Dr.) at 6:00 PM, and 

everyone is invited to come by for a time of light 

refreshment after the Family Service or before the 

Candlelight Service. 

 

 

                               SAVE THE DATE! 

                              FEBRUARY 24, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.evite.com/event/02BAQMXERRINLU7QEEPOM7K4AHX4EQ/
https://www.evite.com/event/02BAQMXERRINLU7QEEPOM7K4AHX4EQ/
mailto:mpanco@discoverstmark.org


WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH 

CLAYMONT PRESCHOOL 

This past month, 

Claymont Preschool at 

St. Mark was so happy 

to welcome the St. 

Louis Zoo to our 

school!  

Miss Angie came to 

each all of our classes 

about different 

animals. We heard 

several stories, moved 

like animals, and were able to touch the furs of rabbits, 

squirrels, bears, and alligators.  

Our older students also went on a scavenger hunt, 

around the room, to look for different animals. We 

were grateful for this opportunity that was given to us 

by a very kind donation 

by Boots Berry.  

 

Our students also 

had the opportunity 

to give back this 

month. We 

collected over 180 

items for those in 

need. We were 

happy to be able to 

help Circle of 

Concern this Holiday Season.   

 

 

HONORING FAMILY AND FRIENDS   

THROUGH 

ALTERNATIVE 

GIVING 

Finding the perfect gift for 

someone who has many 

wonderful possessions is a 
difficult task!  With this in mind, in 2001 the newly 

formed Mission Committee at St. Mark created 

“Christmas Alternatives.”  Purchasing a gift through 

Christmas Alternatives honors the recipient and also 

helps deserving people who have so little but need so 

much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  


	December Messenger letter draft.pdf
	December 2023 Messenger Draft.pdf



