LORD’S DAY 31

Q83. What are the keys of the kingdom?
A. The preaching of the holy gospel and Christian discipline toward repentance.
Both of them open the kingdom of heaven to believers and close it to unbelievers.

Q84. How does preaching the holy gospel open and close the kingdom of heaven?
A. According to the command of Christ: The kingdom of heaven is opened by
proclaiming and publicly declaring to all believers, each and every one, that, as
often as they accept the gospel promise in true faith, God, because of Christ’s
merit, truly forgives all their sins. The kingdom of heaven is closed, however, by
proclaiming and publicly declaring to unbelievers and hypocrites that, as long as
they do not repent, the wrath of God and eternal condemnation rest on them.'
God’s judgment, both in this life and in the life to come, is based on this gospel
testimony.
I. John 20:21-23 — “Others were saying, ‘These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a
demon open the eyes of the blind?’ At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It
was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon.”

Matt. 16:19 — “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

Q85. How is the kingdom of heaven closed and opened by Christian discipline?
A. According to the command of Christ: Those who, though called Christians,
profess unchristian teachings or live unchristian lives, and who after repeated
personal and loving admonitions, refuse to abandon their errors and evil ways,
and who after being reported to the church, that is, to those ordained by the
church for that purpose, fail to respond also to the church’s admonitions—such
persons the church excludes from the Christian community by withholding the
sacraments from them, and God also excludes them from the kingdom of Christ.
Such persons, when promising and demonstrating genuine reform, are received
again as members of Christ and of his church.'
I. Matt. 18:15—18 — “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of
you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one
or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. Truly | tell you, whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
| Cor.5
2 Thess. 3:14—15 — “Take note of those who do not obey what we say in this letter; have nothing to do
with them, so that they may be ashamed. Do not regard them as enemies, but admonish them as brothers
and sisters.”
John 2[:13-22]
2 John 10-11 — “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive and welcome
this person into your house, for to welcome is to participate in the evil deeds of such a person.



