Issue: December 2021

A Monthly Insight into St. Mark Presbyterian Church

The
What Are You Giving This Christmas?
We recently drove by the
Chesterfield Mall, and I told our
disbelieving children about a time
when shoppers had to circle the lot
to find an open spot during the
Christmas rush. It was not that long
ago, but I might just as well have
been describing the manger scene
in Bethlehem to our three children;
it was that foreign. They have vague
recollections from their early
childhood of going to half-filled
malls for the obligatory meet and
greet with Santa Claus, but their
memories are largely emptier than
most of the stores. We talked
about how every family received a
picture (usually involving one child
expressing the unrestrained horror
of sitting on the Jolly Old Elf’s wide
lap.) Every girl and boy also had an
opportunity to talk with the great
bearded one. I assume St. Nick asks
the same question to every child he
encounters, “What do you want to
receive for Christmas this year?”
The answer might be different for
everyone: dolls to dress up, toy
cars to race, teddy bears to hug,
bikes to ride. One question Santa
Claus never asks is what do you
want to give this year?
In my experience, I find it is easier
to receive a package than give a gift.

There are certain people for whom
the perfect present doesn’t exist.
We search bleary eyed through the
stores and online contemplating
whether to buy a pair of gloves, a
sausage and cheese platter, or the
much-maligned fruit cake. Inevitably,
we complete the purchase knowing
full well the recipient will likely be
dissatisfied with whatever item we
choose. The question comes back
again, “What do you want to give
this year?”
A simple truth remains; the best
things in life are not things.
Chuck Swindoll writes, “Some gifts
you can give this Christmas are
beyond monetary value: Mend a
quarrel, dismiss suspicion, tell
someone, 'I love you.’ Give
something away, anonymously.
Forgive someone who has treated
you wrong. Turn away wrath with a
soft answer. Visit someone in a
nursing home. Apologize if you were
wrong. Be especially kind to
someone with whom you work. Give
as God gave to you in Christ,
without obligation, or
announcement, or reservation, or
hypocrisy.”

The best gift we can give this season is
to model our lives after the One whose
birth we celebrate.
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a
new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become
new! All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ,
and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and entrusting the
message of reconciliation to us. So we
are ambassadors for Christ, since God
is making his appeal through us; we
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians
5:17-21, NRSV.)
This is not a “Christmas text” but it
carries the true meaning of why we
celebrate the coming of the Christ
Child. May you have a truly merry and
meaningful Christmas!
In Hope and Confidence,
Pastor Dave

SESSION SNIPPETS
November 15, 2021
The new St. Mark sign, a gift from the family of Mae
Hudson, has been installed. Recognition goes to
Linda Larimer, as a member of the Membership
Committee, for all her work and research in making
a new sign happen.
Session approved two requests for funding from the
2021 Endowment Allotment: a set of drums (a trap
set) for use by the choir “to show that we are willing
to try new things”, and resurfacing and marking of
the back parking lot, including correcting a longstanding water drainage problem. This is phase one
of a three-phase project.
There will be no Saturday services on December 25
and January 1.

PRESBYTERY MEETING UPDATE
The Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy gathered on
Saturday, November 6 for their stated meeting. The
presbytery examined and approved our new
presbytery executive, Rev. Ryan J. Landino. He
currently serves as the Lead Presbyter for
Transformation of Great Rivers Presbytery in
western and central Illinois. We look forward to
getting to know him in the coming months. The
presbytery also approved an overture to the 225th
PC(USA) General Assembly to offer “An Apology to
African Americans for the Sin of Slavery and its
Legacy.” Giddings-Lovejoy previously approved the
statement at the February 2020 meeting and is
sending it to our denomination’s largest body for
consideration and approval. You can learn more
about this meeting by visiting the presbytery’s
website: www.glpby.org. Please contact Pastor Dave
or Pastor MP with any questions about our
presbytery’s work.

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Sunday school for children PreK – 5th grade takes
place during Sunday worship, immediately following
the Children’s Message.

Nursery Care, for ages 0 - 2yrs, is available Sunday
mornings from 9:45 – 11:00 am.

Joins us for PreK – 5th grade activities and
curriculum-based programs every Wednesday from
5:00 – 6:00 pm!
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY LOOKING
AHEAD…

WHAT’S HAPPENING
WITH YOUTH

Youth meet weekly in person to have fun, fellowship,
and faith experiences. Did I forget to say
SNACKS?!?!?! Snacks too! Join us Wednesdays
from 6-7pm in the youth room!

Wear your favorite ugly sweater or dress up in your
Christmas best! Join us for food, fun, and fellowship!

YOUTH LOOKING AHEAD…
MISSION TRIP

REGISTRATION IS OPEN. CONTACT
PASTOR MP FOR MORE INFOMRATION!

TRIENNIUM
Triennium only
happens every
three years and it is
impossible to
overstate how awesome it is. Next summer is
already underway and we don’t want you to miss
out!
What: PCUSA Youth Triennium
When: July 24-27, 2022
Cost: TBD (in 2019 cost per student was $212)
For more information: Contact Pastor MP
mpanco@discoverstmark.org

The January Messenger will be published Friday,
January 7 due to the Christmas & New Year
holidays. Please submit items for the December
Messenger by Wednesday, December 22!

Use the url below to find the next episode and
access fun family activities for the second week of
Advent. https://ministryspark.com/connectedchristmas-episode-2/

MISSION AT ST. MARK
CHRISTMAS ALTERNATIVES 2021 The Tradition Continues!
Are you struggling to find just the right gifts for
family members and friends? Look no further than
the St. Mark Christmas Alternatives shopping list!
Purchasing a gift through Christmas Alternatives
honors the recipient and helps those who have so
little, but need so much.
Please visit our displays in the narthex December
5th, 12th, and 19th. We look forward to helping you
select the perfect gift! Of course, you are welcome
to drop your completed shopping list and check
(Christmas Alternatives on the memo line) in the
Mission Committee mailbox in the church office or
via mail. The Christmas Alternative Shopping List is
at the back of the Messenger.

FOOD
INVENTORIES
DROPPING
The shelves are
emptying out faster
than any other time
this year at our food pantries. Please bring your
donations to St. Mark during office hours or worship.
You may also write a check indicating the mission
partner(s) on the memo line.
Circle of Concern and Isaiah 58 Ministries
Critical Needs
• peanut butter
• canned meat
• canned fruit
• rice
• feminine hygiene pads

COAT DRIVE RESULTS
Over 100 new and “like
new” coats were
collected for distribution
by Third Pres and Isaiah
58 Ministries. The
recipients were literally
warmed by your
generosity and want you
to know how much they
appreciate the coats.

GO GETTER CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON
The Go Getter Christmas Luncheon will be
held at the church on December 14, 2021 at
noon. We will have a $10.00 round robin gift
exchange and lunch will be provided. Please make
your plans now to attend as we will be catering the
lunch and will need to know the number of
attendees on or before December 10. Please let
Judy Richardson or Jan Graves know of your plans to
participate.

SUPPER CLUB HOLIDAY POTLUCK
Parents of preschool and elementary age kids (and
anyone else who wants to join) are invited! Join us
Saturday, December 18 at 6:30 pm at the Burgess’
house for a Holiday Potluck and an Ugly Sweater
Contest. Bring your favorite side dish! Childcare will
be provided at St. Mark from 6-10 pm. RSVP by
December 11 to Shelley Lester.

2022 CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE
Thank you so much to all the families who had
their photo taken for St. Mark’s pictorial
directory. Even though St. Mark’s
photography sessions are over, those of you
who were unable to make their appointments
can schedule at a nearby church and still be in
our directory. Please call Universal Church
Directories at (888) 742-5823 Monday-Friday
and give the representative St. Mark’s church
code: mo131 and photo background color:
Gray/Blue.
For questions, please contact Doris Martin at:
(636) 537-0742 or dmintdesign@aol.com.
Once again, many thanks to all who
participated.

PART-TIME SEXTON POSITION
St. Mark is seeking the employment of a Part-Time
(weekends required) Sexton. General duties will
include, but not limited to: cleaning and minor
maintenance services for the Church building &
grounds, and driving of small bus for church
members attending Sunday services and other church
events. The successful candidate will work under the
leadership and guidance of the Senior Pastor and
Office/Facilities Manager, in collaboration with the
Property Committee. To view this job posting and to
apply, please visit www.discoverstmark.org. Send all
completed applications and resumes to
personnel@discoverstmark.org

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE AT ST. MARK
St. Mark will be closed the following days to observe
the Christmas, and New Year holidays:
-Monday and Tuesday, December 27 and 28
-Monday, January 3
In addition, there will be no Saturday evening
worship service on December 25 and January 1.

PAID?

DATE SUBMITTED:

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

Place in Mission Committee Mailslot in Church office or Mail to:
St. Mark Presbyterian Church
ATTN: Christmas Alternatives
601 Claymont Drive
Ballwin, MO 63011

Please include payment with form.

DEADLINE: December 25th, 2021

NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY, STATE, ZIP:
PHONE:
Do you want Christmas Cards ? _____ YES _____ NO
St. Mark Member ? _____ YES _____ NO
If Yes, contributions will be included on your annual giving statement.
If No, would you like us to mail you a receipt ? ____YES ____NO

PLEASE COMPLETE THE INFORMATION BELOW

Your generosity has transformed lives and had a lasting impact around the world!

Thank you for your support during the past 20 years.

Purchasing a gift through Christmas Alternatives not only honors the recipient, but also aids other deserving
people who have so little, but need so much.

Because we are blessed with many material possessions, when Christmas comes around, we encounter a
huge challenge selecting gifts for family and friends. Finding the perfect gift for someone who has many
wonderful possessions is a difficult task! With this in mind, in 2001 the newly formed Mission Committee at
St. Mark created “Christmas Alternatives.”

CHRISTMAS ALTERNATIVES 2021 -- OUR 21st YEAR!

Checks to: St. Mark Presbyterian Church
Memo Line: Christmas Alternatives

SHOPPING LIST GRAND TOTAL

General Gift to Christmas Alternatives
(St. Mark Mission Committee to Designate Recipients)

Support Farmington Service Center community, family, and youth
therapeutic programs
$

Presbyterian Childrens Homes and Services

Total

25.00
Total

Price

Price
25.00
25.00
Total

$
$

PCUSA Mission Co-workers
Rev. Jed and Jenny Koball, Peru
Chenoa Stock, Peru

Price
25.00
50.00
30.00
40.00
20.00
5.00
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

PCUSA International Agricultural Missions
Family of Chickens
Share of Cow ($450/cow)
Share of Goat ($90/goat)
Piglet
Share of Bee Hive ($240/hive)
Bag of Moringa Seeds (food for human consumption)

Total

Price
25.00
25.00

Plan Grande Dos, Nicaragua High School ($200/year/student)
Kenyan Education Project, High School ($125/year/student)

$
$

Education Scholarship Partnership
with Presbytery of Giddings Lovejoy

Price
30.00
25.00
15.00
Total

Medical Benevolence Foundation
Nursing school scholarships: Malawi, Haiti, Dr Congo, Kenya
Life Saver Clinics: Dr. Congo, Malawi, Kenya and Haiti
Share for Greatest Needs (e.g., vaccinations, malaria nets)

$
$
$

Price
25.00
Total

Marion Medical Mission (Africa)
Contribute to Build a Well ($450/well)
$

Qty

Qty

Qty

Qty

Qty

Qty

Qty

$

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Shopping List for 2021 Christmas Alternatives

