Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 18 & 19, 2021
Worship Bulletin

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CENTERING PRAYER

Birch, J.

My soul magnifies the Lord!
All is ready
Stable prepared
Shepherds working
Magi journeying
Gifts are chosen
My soul magnifies the Lord!

A city awaits
Crowded and bustling
Stars are shining
People expecting
A drama unfolding
My soul magnifies the Lord!

PRELUDE (Sunday Worship)

The Lord is coming
To save his people
Mary's obedience
Jesus' willingness
Your gracious gift to us
My soul magnifies the Lord!

Once in Royal David’s City

Rokey

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADVENT WREATH LITURGY
We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord!
Make a highway in the desert for our God.
From ages of old, no ear has heard, no eye has seen
one so glorious as the Lord our God, for whom we wait.
Every valley shall be lifted, every mountain and hill, made low;
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed.
God’s anointed one is coming –
to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and to announce the time of the Lord’s favor.
The promise of the Lord is sure;
the realm of God will be established forever.
Let us live into LOVE!
† HYMN

“My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”

Hymnal #100

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God our Savior, we ask for your mercy. Though we have heard Mary’s song, we still
seek security in pride and power and possessions. Though we know your story, we
resist the costs of following you. We pass by those considered lowly in this world. We
turn away from hungry people who still wait to be filled. Forgive us, we pray. Help us
to work for the justice you intend. Make us messengers of the peace you bring. As we
wait for you, turn our apathy into acts of love and service. We pray in the name of
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. (Silent Confession)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
† SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
†GLORIA PATRI
TIME WITH CHILDREN (Sunday Worship)
(Children 5th grade and younger may leave to attend Sunday School)

Hymnal #581

† HYMN

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

SCRIPTURE
SERMON

Hymnal #113
Luke 1:39-55

“A Turn for the Better”

Rev. Dr. Dave Burgess

† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING

Song of Mary and Joseph
Soloists: Amy Shelton and John Lesh
Chancel Choir

† THE DOXOLOGY

Purifoy

Hymnal #606

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
† HYMN

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Hymnal #132

† CHARGE AND BLESSING
† BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE (Sunday Worship)
† You are invited to stand, as you are able

“Peace On the Earth”
Verset Temps de Noel

See Below
Guittard

UPCOMING EVENTS
December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship – Family Service, 5 pm
& Candlelight Service, 7 pm
December 25 - No Saturday Evening Worship Service
January 1

- No Saturday Evening Worship Service

January 11

- Go Getters Luncheon, 12 pm

January 26

- Presbyterian Women’s Tea, 1 pm

WELCOME TO ST MARK
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH!
We are pleased to have you join us this morning.
Your presence enriches both us and this experience
of worship together. It is our prayer this will be a
time of challenge and encouragement. Wherever you
may be on your faith journey, there is a place for you
to participate in our life together here at St. Mark.
To Our Guests. We hope you enjoy your visit
today. Whether this is your first visit, or you have
been coming to St. Mark and are considering joining
the church and you would like to know more about
St. Mark, we would be happy to talk with you.
For more information, please contact the church
office, 636-394-2233.
Please wear your NAMETAG at church. Don’t
have one? Stop by the church office where you will
find a form to fill out in the “Name Badge” mailbox.
Listening devices are also available and may be
picked up from the sound technician in the booth at
the back of the sanctuary.
January/February/March These Days devotional
booklets are in the lobby at the Mark entrance.
Please be aware that, as St. Mark works to
increase safety and security, all doors to the building
are locked Sunday morning once worship has
begun. Those who arrive late should approach the
Mark door and will be admitted by a member of the
Security Team, who will be in the Narthex before,
during and after worship.

WAYS TO GIVE
If you would like to make a monetary donation to St.
Mark, we have several convenient and easy ways to
do this:
1.

In-person: An offering plate is available in
the Narthex after the worship service.

2.

Mail: Please make check out to
St. Mark Presbyterian Church and send to:

St. Mark Presbyterian Church
601 Claymont Drive
Ballwin, MO 63011
3.

Online: To donate, use the QR Code here to
be directed to our giving page
on discoverstmark.org, OR go
to:

www.discoverstmark.org/
giving/make-an-on-linedonation-to-st-mark/

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE AT ST. MARK
St. Mark will be closed the following days to observe
the Christmas, and New Year holidays:
-Monday and Tuesday, December 27 and 28
-Monday, January 3
In addition, there will be no Saturday evening
worship service on December 25 and January 1.

THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

It’s Christmas! Give a gift to the Christ Child! Give
to the Christmas Joy Offering, which supports
retired church workers and their families in time of
urgent need or emergencies (50%) and supports
Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic schools and
colleges (50%). Make your gift in honor of someone
you love. Make out your check to St. Mark, noting
the Joy Offering in the memo line. Thank you for
your generosity.

TMAS ALTERNATIVES 2021 The Tradition Continues!
CHRISTMAS ALTERNATIVES 2021
The Tradition Continues!
Are you struggling to find just the right gifts for
family members and friends? Look no further than
the St. Mark Christmas Alternatives shopping list!
Purchasing a gift through Christmas Alternatives
honors the recipient and helps those who have so
little, but need so much.
Please visit our displays in the narthex December
5th, 12th, and 19th. We look forward to helping you
select the perfect gift! Of course, you are welcome
to drop your completed shopping list and check
(Christmas Alternatives on the memo line) in the
Mission Committee mailbox in the church office or
via mail. You will find the Christmas Alternatives
Shopping List on the back of the bulletin.

THANK YOU, ST. MARK, FOR YOUR
GENEROSITY!
Use this link to find the next episode and access
fun family activities for the fourth week of Advent.
https://ministryspark.com/connected-christmasepisode-4/

138 pounds of food/hygiene items were donated for
Circle of Concern through the Children's Christmas
program. In addition, Isaiah 58 was the recipient of
63 angel tree gifts PLUS 43 teddy bears from PW
for their annual holiday store!

FOOD INVENTORIES DROPPING
The shelves are emptying out faster than any other
time this year at our food pantries. Please bring your
donations to St. Mark during office hours or worship.
You may also write a check indicating the mission
partner(s) on the memo line.
Circle of Concern
and Isaiah 58
Ministries Critical
Needs
•
•
•
•
•

peanut butter
canned meat
canned fruit
rice
feminine hygiene pads

ST. MARK GO GETTERS
Thank you to those who participated in our
December Christmas luncheon. Please mark your
calendars now to participate in our Go Getters
luncheon on January 11, 2022, we will be going to
Charro's Mexican Restaurant, located at 14839
Clayton Road, Chesterfield, MO. 636/2567071. We will meet at the restaurant at 12:00 noon.
Please let Jan Graves or Judy Richardson know of
your plans to attend. Blessings for a wonderful
holiday season and new year!

YOUTH MISSION TRIP
REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

THANK YOU TO
PW CIRCLE MEMBERS!

Contact Pastor MP for more
information
Thank you, St Mark PW Circle members, for
providing Christmas gifts to children receiving care
through Presbyterian Children’s Homes and
Services. Your generosity has provided Christmas
blessings to 60 children.

FLOWER SIGN UP
FOR 2022 IS NOW
AVAILBLE!
You may now sign up to
donate flowers for the
Sanctuary in 2022! Look for
the Flower Chart in the Mark
door entry by the elevator.

PART-TIME SEXTON POSITION
St. Mark is seeking the employment of a Part-Time
(weekends required) Sexton. General duties will
include, but not limited to: cleaning and minor
maintenance services for the Church building &
grounds, and driving of small bus for church
members attending Sunday services and other church
events. The successful candidate will work under the
leadership and guidance of the Senior Pastor and
Office/Facilities Manager, in collaboration with the
Property Committee. To view this job posting and to
apply, please visit www.discoverstmark.org. Send all
completed applications and resumes to
personnel@discoverstmark.org

PAID?

DATE SUBMITTED:

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

Place in Mission Committee Mailslot in Church office or Mail to:
St. Mark Presbyterian Church
ATTN: Christmas Alternatives
601 Claymont Drive
Ballwin, MO 63011

Please include payment with form.

DEADLINE: December 25th, 2021

NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY, STATE, ZIP:
PHONE:
Do you want Christmas Cards ? _____ YES _____ NO
St. Mark Member ? _____ YES _____ NO
If Yes, contributions will be included on your annual giving statement.
If No, would you like us to mail you a receipt ? ____YES ____NO

PLEASE COMPLETE THE INFORMATION BELOW

Your generosity has transformed lives and had a lasting impact around the world!

Thank you for your support during the past 20 years.

Purchasing a gift through Christmas Alternatives not only honors the recipient, but also aids other deserving
people who have so little, but need so much.

Because we are blessed with many material possessions, when Christmas comes around, we encounter a
huge challenge selecting gifts for family and friends. Finding the perfect gift for someone who has many
wonderful possessions is a difficult task! With this in mind, in 2001 the newly formed Mission Committee at
St. Mark created “Christmas Alternatives.”

CHRISTMAS ALTERNATIVES 2021 -- OUR 21st YEAR!

Checks to: St. Mark Presbyterian Church
Memo Line: Christmas Alternatives

SHOPPING LIST GRAND TOTAL

General Gift to Christmas Alternatives
(St. Mark Mission Committee to Designate Recipients)

Support Farmington Service Center community, family, and youth
therapeutic programs
$

Presbyterian Childrens Homes and Services

Total

25.00
Total

Price

Price
25.00
25.00
Total

$
$

PCUSA Mission Co-workers
Rev. Jed and Jenny Koball, Peru
Chenoa Stock, Peru

Price
25.00
50.00
30.00
40.00
20.00
5.00
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

PCUSA International Agricultural Missions
Family of Chickens
Share of Cow ($450/cow)
Share of Goat ($90/goat)
Piglet
Share of Bee Hive ($240/hive)
Bag of Moringa Seeds (food for human consumption)

Total

Price
25.00
25.00

Plan Grande Dos, Nicaragua High School ($200/year/student)
Kenyan Education Project, High School ($125/year/student)

$
$

Education Scholarship Partnership
with Presbytery of Giddings Lovejoy

Price
30.00
25.00
15.00
Total

Medical Benevolence Foundation
Nursing school scholarships: Malawi, Haiti, Dr Congo, Kenya
Life Saver Clinics: Dr. Congo, Malawi, Kenya and Haiti
Share for Greatest Needs (e.g., vaccinations, malaria nets)

$
$
$

Price
25.00
Total

Marion Medical Mission (Africa)
Contribute to Build a Well ($450/well)
$

Qty

Qty

Qty

Qty

Qty

Qty

Qty

$

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Shopping List for 2021 Christmas Alternatives

Pastor: Rev. Dr. J. David Burgess
Associate Pastor: Rev. MP Panco
Dir. of Children’s Ministry: Latisha Gilliland
Dir. of Claymont Preschool: Lynne Dauve
Dir. of Music and Organist: Marsha Medley

Saturday Musician: Mark Reyneso
Sunday Choir Accompanist: Jee-Hye Lee
Sunday Special Music: Chancel Choir,
soloists Amy Shelton and John Lesh
Sunday Advent Liturgists: Joyce Blackwell

601 Claymont Drive, Ballwin, MO 63011
Office Hours Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10am to 2pm.
If you need to come in on another day, we encourage you to
contact the church office to make an appointment.

