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The
Holding on to Joy
Joy to the World, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature
sing.
-Joy to the World vs. one

As I sit here in my office
anticipating the flurry of frantic
activities that will surround
Christmas and New Year’s I listen
to calm music while watching
beautiful landscapes move across
the TV screen mounted on my wall.
Thoughts of family and memories of
Christmases past turn into smiles,
laughter, then tears and even sobs.
All of these reflecting joy and
sadness both.
This time of year, things seem to be
a bit more difficult than most for
some folks. And like many of you, I
am not immune to the effects of
the holiday blues. My mother has
been dead for more than five years
and my father died this year
ultimately making my siblings me
adult orphans. I didn’t think that
this milestone would change my life

so much. I mean I lived through this
same milestone as each of my
parents became adult orphans.
And yet, though I had a sense of
what those losses meant to them, I
never realized the full depth of their
situation until now. I miss my parents
deeply and long to live out, if even in
my dreams, a single This time of
year, in particular, I hold fast to the
promises that God has been faithful
to throughout history. I believe that
my parents are enjoying freedom
from their earthly bodies and all that
ailed them while here on earth. I
know that they are in the company
of triune God and all the heavenly
saints And God’s faithfulness brings
me immense joy. But joy does not
equal happiness.
Joy is that thing that we can count on
even when and often especially when
we are in a place of darkness,
sadness, or grief. We can be joyfuand
be sad at the same time. We can be
in God’s presence and feel joy as we
cry out for God to hold us and heal
us from what hurts.

We can experience joy as we
remember the blessings of our family
and friends in heaven and at the same
time experience sadness that we can
no longer make new memories with
them.
Having outlived my parents, I am an
adult orphan for the first time this
Christmas. And for that, I am sad.
Having accepted Christ as my savior, I
know that God has provided me a
second family. A family of believers in
Jesus Christ. In the midst of my
sadness, that is the joy that I hold on
to.
You and me are loved by God and by
one another. My wish for you today
and always is that, no matter the
circumstances, you hold tightly to the
joy of your salvation as you live out
your life as part of a community of
believers not only here at St. Mark but
throughout all the world and all of
time.
God bless you,
Pastor MP

SESSION SNIPPETS
December 13, 2021

MISSION COMMITTEE UPDATE

The 2022 Budget was approved and will be shared
with the congregation at the Annual Congregational
Meeting, January 30, 2022.

With the goal of keeping our missions outreach on
the minds of our members throughout the year,
the Missions Committee has set these goals for 2022:
-To make one consolidated request for
local mission partner support/month
-To make one international initiative request per
month (special offerings, Christmas Alternatives, Lent
Water Challenge, Tool & Blanket etc.)
-To offer on the 3rd Sunday of the month
a mission moment or scheduled mission activities
-To integrate initiatives with other ministries (i.e.
Christmas gifts across ministries/groups in
November, Tool & Blanket with OGHS? Etc.)

Thank you to those Elders completing their terms:
Jim Arnet, Glenn Knopf, Patty Livesay, and Elizabeth
Peterson for the Youth.

We hope these goals will keep us thinking
about missions without overwhelming the
congregation with the many needs we wish to meet.

Session and the Deacons, along with the newly
elected elders and deacons, met jointly, starting with
snacks and fellowship in the Narthex. Gathering in
the Sanctuary, there was opportunity to talk about
service to St. Mark and the commitment made and
being made. Session officially “accepted” the new
officers for Ordination and Installation January 9,
2022. The Boards completed their business
separately.

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL FORMAT
On January 9, we will have two separate Sunday
School classes, adding a PreK class called "Story
Time". There will be a sign-in sheet at the welcome
center for both Elementary and PreK classes. Can't
wait to see you there!

TEACHER ORIENTATION
AND SAFE CHURCH Q & A
The February Messenger will be published
Friday, January 28. Please submit items for the
February Messenger by Wednesday, January 19.

Teacher Orientation & Safe Church Q & A with
Latisha Gilliland, Children’s Ministry Director, will be
available in Room 102 directly after the morning
worship service on January 23 & 30. Bring any
questions you may have regarding Safe Church Policy
or becoming a St. Mark volunteer.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ACCESS
SIMPLECHURCH?
SimpleChurch has an app that you can download to
your phone. To open your account and receive your
password, email smpoffice@discoverstmark.org.

Sunday school for children PreK – 5th grade takes
place during Sunday worship, immediately following
the Children’s Message.

Nursery Care, for ages 0 - 2yrs, is available Sunday
mornings from 9:45 – 11:00 am.

YOUTH HANGOUT – JANUARY 23!
Joins us for PreK – 5th grade activities and
curriculum-based programs every Wednesday from
5:00 – 6:00 pm!

More details soon!

YOUTH LID
PROJECT
GREAT JOB EVERYONE!
On Sunday, December 5, we
weighed all of the cleaned and
sorted lids and we have 526 pounds! 26 pounds
over what we need. Soon Tricia Rouff will be driving
to the site to make the exchange; lids for a plastic
table which we have decided to donate to Mound
Ridge Camp!

YOUTH LOOKING AHEAD…

January 12 is the Kick Off Party for “Shout Hosanna”
A Musical for Palm Sunday! We will meet every
Wednesday from 5-6 pm. All children ages 3 – 12
are welcome! Contact lgilliland@discoverstmar.org
for more information. Sign up today!!
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY LOOKING
AHEAD…

MISSION TRIP TEAM MEETING
Youth who are interested in the Summer 2022
youth mission trip are invited to see Pastor MP
following worship on Sunday, January 9, to pick
up a mission team packet. This is also a time
for youth and parents to ask any questions.

TRIENNIUM
WHAT’S HAPPENING
WITH YOUTH

Youth will resume January 12 and meet weekly
in person to have fun, fellowship, and faith
experiences. Did I forget to say SNACKS?!?!?! Snacks
too! Join us Wednesdays from 6-7 pm in the youth
room!

Triennium only
happens every
three years and it is
impossible to
overstate how awesome it is. Next summer is
already underway and we don’t want you to miss
out!
What: PCUSA Youth Triennium
When: July 24-27, 2022
Cost: TBD (in 2019 cost per student was $212)
For more information: Contact Pastor MP
mpanco@discoverstmark.org

MISSION AT ST. MARK
THANK YOU, ST. MARK,
FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
138 pounds of
food/hygiene items
were donated for
Circle of Concern
through the Children's
Christmas program. In
addition, Isaiah 58 was
the recipient of 63
angel tree gifts PLUS
43 teddy bears from
PW for their annual
holiday store!

Did you know that
SNAP/EBT/WIC/Food
stamps cannot be used
for personal care
products? During
January and February,
we will collect
deodorant, bar soap,
shampoo, lotion, and toothpaste. The collection will
benefit Circle of Concern, Isaiah 58 Ministries, and
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services.
Please place your donations on the table in the
pastors’ hallway. You may also write a check
indicating the mission partner(s) on the memo line.

THANK YOU TO ST. MARK PW
MEMBERS!
Thank you to the
PW Circles for
providing
Christmas gifts
to children
receiving care
through
Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and Services. Your generosity has
provided Christmas blessings to 60 children.

Christmas Alternatives –
Our 21st Year!
St Mark Christmas Alternatives: a better way to live
the values of the Season and make a real
impact. Over $10,000 of alternative,
transformational Christmas gifts were donated in
December. Amen!

COMING SOON –
DISCOVER MISSION
SUNDAY AT ST. MARK
On Sunday, February 27, representatives from our
primary mission partners will be available at display
tables in the narthex before and after worship
service to share with you their work and how you
can support them.

ADULT MISSION TRIP –
July 10-16 – Spirit Lake, ND
Mission trip activities include light
construction such as building wheelchair ramps,
painting of houses, roofing and minor repair of elder
and persons with disability housing depending on the
experience and skill levels of the teams. Each
afternoon a portion of the team will help with
summer day camp activities. Contact Joyce
Blackwell if you are interested.

SHOULD THE WAY BE
CLEAR – THE ABC SALE IS
RETURNING AUGUST 5th & 6th
Start saving your treasures! As always, the sale is a
great opportunity for fellowship and outreach to the
community. Please start thinking about how you can
participate in our largest fundraiser of the year to
support our local mission partners. Co-Chairs:
Glenn Knopf, Joyce Blackwell, Pam Ladley

ST. MARK PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
SAVE THE DATE!
FOR A FUN PRE-VALENTINE’S
DAY MIXER!
Sunday, February 6th, we are planning to gather in the
Narthex for appetizers and desserts. So break out
those yummy recipes and start planning what you
would like to bring to the event! (Or cheat a little
and use one of the recipes from the Jingle Mingle
Cookbook!)
AND Keep your eyes peeled for a new and exciting
Coffee Corner coming soon!

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP
BIBLE STUDY GROUP

ST. MARK HAS A NEW SIGN!
The new St.
Mark sign, a gift
from the family
of Mae Hudson,
was installed in
November.
Thank you to
the Hudson
family for this
lovely gift. A memorial plaque will be installed later
this spring. Thank you also to Linda Larimer, a
member of the Membership Committee, for her
work on this project and seeing it through to
completion.

On January 11th, 7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study will
begin the New Year studying C S Lewis's "Mere
Christianity". This book is an adaption of Lewis's
World War II BBC talks about Christianity. It is a
thought-provoking book which should provide great
discussion and insight in what it means to be a
Christian in today's world. The Men's Bible Study will
meet every Tuesday at 7:30 AM in room 102 at St
Mark. All St Mark Men and guests are welcome to
attend. For more information, contact Bruce
Cranston or Glen Corlett

ST. MARK GO GETTERS
Please join the Go Getters January 11 luncheon at
Charros Mexican Restaurant, located at 14839
Clayton Road, Chesterfield, Mo. 636/256-7071. We
will meet at the restaurant at 12:00 noon.
Please let Jan Graves or Judy Richardson know of
your plans to attend on or before January 7, 2022.

Dear St. Mark members,
I was recently overwhelmed
when I received numerous
cards, Facebook messages and
personal condolences upon
the death of my dad, Richard
(Jack) Stroade. The St. Mark
family is truly a family in every
sense. Loren and I are
thankful that we are
members. Thank you to all.
Christine and Loren Polak

PART-TIME SEXTON POSITION
St. Mark is seeking the employment of a Part-Time
(weekends required) Sexton. General duties will
include, but not limited to: cleaning and minor
maintenance services for the Church building &
grounds, and driving of small bus for church
members attending Sunday services and other church
events. The successful candidate will work under the
leadership and guidance of the Senior Pastor and
Office/Facilities Manager, in collaboration with the
Property Committee. To view this job posting and to
apply, please visit www.discoverstmark.org. Send all
completed applications and resumes to
personnel@discoverstmark.org

UPCOMING 2022 BLOOD DRIVES
St. Mark & the Red Cross are pleased to announce
the 2022 Blood Drive schedule as follows:
– February 27
– April 24
– August 21
– October 23
These Blood Drives are held in Gleason Hall on
Sundays from 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM
For years St. Mark has participated in this very
valuable community service. For donors who
regularly give blood, please add this schedule to your
2022 calendar. For members & community residents
who have been thinking about giving for the first
time, let this year be the beginning of a new habit in
your life. A member of your community may be the
one who receives your blood because of cancer,
transplant surgery, other life-saving surgeries, genetic
blood disorders, various illnesses & a multitude of
various accidents. BE THE ONE WHO BRINGS
HOPE & HEALING TO THOSE PATIENTS
IN NEED.
The Deacon’s Health & Wellness Committee looks
forward to seeing our past donors & renewing old
friendships & hopefully meeting new donors &
making new friendships in this coming new year.

