
  

Grace and peace to you from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. We are entering summer, 

but the next several months will feel 

very different from past years; Busch 

Stadium is empty, many city pools 

are dry, and families are canceling 

needed vacations. I understand the 

growing frustration with social 

distancing because I feel it too. 

Recent video from Memorial Day 

weekend at Lake of the Ozarks 

showed huge crowds of people 

enjoying the day shoulder-to-

shoulder in a large wading pool. I 

heard several people interviewed, 

and every person spoke about his or 

her right to gather.  

We are blessed to live in a country 

where we celebrate the freedoms of 

speech, religion, assembly, and the 

press. However, freedom is not just 

about claiming what is ours but also 

about caring for our neighbors. 

Eleanor Roosevelt speaks to this, 
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“Freedom makes a huge 

requirement of every human 

being. With freedom comes 

responsibility. For the person who 

is unwilling to grow up, the person 

who does not want to carry his 

own weight, this is a frightening 

prospect.” Claiming our rights 

without accepting the 

corresponding responsibility is not 

freedom, it is adolescence.  

Jesus emphasizes the greatest 

commandment in his teaching to 

the disciples. “’You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind.’ This is the 

greatest and first commandment. 

And a second is like it: ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

On these two commandments 

hang all the law and the 

prophets’” (Matthew 22:37-40, 

NRSV.) We can never follow Jesus 

fully until we commit to loving our 
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neighbors in all situations and 

circumstances. We celebrate many 

freedoms in our country, but they 

pale in comparison to the freedoms 

we have in Christ.  

The freedom to care for our 

neighbors is a joy, and we should not 

carry it out with a begrudging spirit. 

In 1884, James Wells, Moderator of 

the United Free Church of Scotland, 

in his book, The Parables of Jesus, tells 

the story of a little girl carrying a big 

baby boy. Seeing her struggling, 

someone asked if she wasn't tired. 

With surprise she replied, "No, he's 

not heavy; he's my brother." I know 

this is a difficult time, but our load 

will be lighter when we start seeing 

everyone as family. Let us all commit 

to celebrate these wonderful 

freedoms, but may we always 

remember the responsibility to love 

all our neighbors. 

 

In Hope and Confidence, 

Pastor Dave 
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