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The
Good Hellos and
Better Good-Byes
I firmly believe God is present
with us inside the church walls
when we worship, but I also see
God moving every day in the
world. It can be hard to see it
amidst so much blind hate or to
hear it among the cacophony of
political division. I trust the
simple and profound biblical
truth, “The steadfast love of the
Lord never ceases, (God’s)
mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your
faithfulness” (Lamentations
3:22-23, NRSV.) If we can’t see
this, it might be because we’re
looking in the wrong places. If
we can’t hear the hopeful
message, it might be because
we’re listening to the wrong
people.
The Scripture promises God is
with us whenever two or more
gather in the Lord’s name. I see

God’s hand every time we greet
one another, start a conversation,
or pass the peace. God rejoices
when we make new connections or
when we renew acquaintances.
There is plenty good in these
greetings, but there might be
something better every time we
say good-bye. Frederick Buechner
writes these beautiful words:
A woman with a scarf over her
head hoists her six-year-old up
onto the first step of the school
bus. "Good-bye," she says.
A father on the phone with his
freshman son has just finished
bawling him out for his poor
grades. There is mostly silence
at the other end of the line.
"Well, good-bye," the father
says.
When the girl at the airport
hears the announcement that
her plane is starting to board,
she turns to the boy who is
seeing her off. "I guess this is
good-bye," she says.
The noise of the traffic almost
drowns out the sound of the
word, but the shape of it lingers

on the old man's lips. He tries to
look vigorous and resourceful as
he holds out his hand to the
other old man. "Good-bye." This
time they say it so nearly in
unison that it makes them both
smile.
It was a long while ago that the
words God be with you
disappeared into the word goodbye, but every now and again
some trace of them still glimmers
through.
It is tempting to dismiss those who
worship, think, live, sin, and vote
differently than us. How easy it
would be just to write some people
off completely, but this is not the
message of Holy Scripture or the
example fleshed out in Jesus’ life.
We are to pray for our enemies and
forgive those who wrong us. It is not
easy, but it’s the only way we will
ever be free. There are no bad goodbyes when we say, “God be with
you.” It is the kind of good news the
blind can see and the deaf can
hear.
In Hope and Confidence,
Pastor Dave & Pastor MP

Session Snippets

Thank You’s

October 19, 2020 Meeting
Dear St. Mark Friends,






The newly elected elders--Joyce
Blackwell, Clayton Douglas, Kim Michel,
Jason Neal, and Elizabeth Peterson-were welcomed as guests.
There was continued discussion about
the resumption of activities inside the
building. Currently, there is no plan to
change the previous approved motion of
“no activity before January 2021.”
Members of the session are developing
a plan to identify guidelines for any
future changes to this policy. This will
include analyzing current scientific data
about the spread of the virus and
developing mandatory safety protocols
for when it is prudent to open up the
building.
As an autonomous entity, Claymont
Preschool resumed classes on October
25, following the example of local school
districts. Strict access and other
restrictions, along with cleaning
procedures, will be followed.

Fellowship Committee is at Work!
Fellowship Committee has two exciting Holiday
Treats for our Church Family during this season
of socially distanced celebrations! The first treat
is a Holiday Cookbook filled with appetizers
and desserts that you can prepare and enjoy
with your family! Since the Jingle Mingle cannot
be celebrated in person, we are bringing the
Jingle Mingle to your very own home! The
cookbook will be posted on the church's website
in early December for you to download and use
throughout the holiday season!
The second treat is an Ugly Christmas Sweater
Contest, with a prize for the Best/Worst
sweater! The contest will be between Friday,
November 27th (day after Thanksgiving) and end
Sunday, December 6th. To enter post a picture
of yourself and your family all wearing your most
fabulous Christmas sweaters on the St. Mark
Congregational Bulletin Board (non-public
private group). So grab your Best and/or your
Worst Christmas sweaters and get a fun picture
of your family to post!

I want to thank you so very much for all the
cards, calls, meals and, most of all, the
prayers during Peter’s illness and this most
difficult time Thank you also to those who
were able to come to Peter’s memorial
service and for all the support and love you
have given. Your love and concern mean
so very much. I will remember your
kindness always.
May God bless you and keep you healthy
and safe.
Love & Blessings,
Peri
To all my St. Mark friends,
I want to thank you for the abundance of
cards & prayers during my Radiation
treatments. I am dealing with the side
effects now. The doctors informed me I am
healing ahead of schedule, (I think it is still
slow). Again, THANK YOU. It is amazing
how uplifting it all means to me.
Also, thank you, St. Mark, for the beautiful
yellow mums. They have brightened our
patio. Prayers to you for all your prayers
that are working for me.
Gratefully,
Dick
P.S. My oncologist informed me today
that my CT scan of yesterday showed no
cancer & my blood count improved.
Prayers answered!

Thank you to Paster Dave, Stephen Ministers,
and the St. Mark Family for the calls, cards,
and prayers after the passing of my wife,
Doris. The sympathies and support you
shared are truly appreciated.
Dick B. and Family

Drive Through Donation Collections

THANK YOU!

Christmas Alternatives Giving Celebrates 20 Years
Christmas Alternatives will look a bit different this year. However, we
will continue to support Christmas Alternatives with our gifts to honor
our loved ones, while benefitting many deserving people throughout
the world.
Twenty years ago, St. Mark created the “Mission Committee” with the
vision of our Pastor Howard Gleason and endorsement of the
Session. St. Mark Church was noted for founding and supporting
many local missions within St. Louis and St. Louis County. It was Howard Gleason’s vision to
expand the mission of the church beyond the borders of St. Louis. This vision continues to
flourish.
The Mission Committee was created in 2001 with these goals:
1. To educate the congregation and raise the awareness of non-local mission needs;
2. Along with the pastors, to monitor and recommend activities for mission at St. Mark;
3. To research specific mission activities to sponsor;
4. To continue our level of funding and discover new mission needs.
The committee was allotted a budget through St. Mark, but it was always the committee’s
emphasis to obtain additional funding outside of the budget. The committee members observed
that all of us have too much “stuff.” With that in mind the committee created a unique way of
giving that provided two gifts: (a) honoring a loved one or friend and (b) concurrently benefitting
deserving people with a tangible gift. After much research, the committee decided to raise funds
by creating an alternative Christmas event which we termed: Christmas Alternatives. That first
year, the following missions were selected:
 National Missions - John Hyson School (New Mexico), Menaul School (New Mexico),
Koinonia Partners, Presbyterian Children’s Services
 International Missions - Marion Medical Mission, Rancho Ebenezer in Nicaragua, and
Heifer Project.
Each Mission was contacted to determine the types of items that could be “purchased” by our
members to give to loved ones at Christmas. A shopping list was generated, Minutes for
Mission were presented to the congregation, and posters were displayed. Our first year, $1395
was donated by our members on gifts that would honor the recipients and benefit deserving
people in multiple places around the world. The committee was thrilled! The second year,
$10,024.83 was donated via Christmas Alternatives. When the congregation was informed of
this news during a Minute for Mission, gasps of astonishment were heard throughout the
sanctuary. The St. Mark congregation had embraced a new way of shopping for Christmas gifts,
and a tradition began that has continued for 20 years.
During our first 19 years, St. Mark members and friends have contributed over $150,000 to
Christmas Alternatives. You have provided health to communities through the drilling of wells for
clean water, vaccinations and maternity care. You have given livestock and seeds so that
people can provide food for themselves and their families. You have given gifts for children at
Christmas and supported mission co-workers throughout the world.
Thank you for supporting Christmas Alternatives during the past 19 years. Let’s make 2020 a
truly spectacular 20th year celebration! (See below – drive through drop off.)

Sunday, November 15 1-3PM
Christmas gifts for Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services as well as Circle of Concern will
be collected on the 3rd Sunday of November. Additional information will be forthcoming from
Presbyterian Women and Children’s Ministry who are coordinating these collections.

20 Annual – Christmas Alternatives
Sunday, December 13 1-3PM
th

We are offering a drive through drop off of your completed
Christmas Alternatives shopping list and check. As a bonus,
complementary Christmas Cards with artwork from our
St. Mark children will be available for you to select from the
warmth of the front seat of your vehicle.

St. Mark Children’s Ministries






SSZoom – Sundays @ 9:30 a.m.
Midweek online experience - Coming soon!
Thanksgiving card challenge
Caroling and Cocoa
Outdoor Nativity & Petting zoo

Women’s Advent Bible Study
With Pastor “MP”
Adam Hamilton’s book Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas.
This year’s Advent and Christmas seasons will be very different from what
most of us are used to. But God’s love for us and for the world in Jesus
Christ remains constant.
Join us in exploring and celebrating that love in our online group!
Get your copy of Adam Hamilton’s book Incarnation: Rediscovering the
Significance of Christmas, and have it shipped to you from Cokesbury at this
link:https://www.cokesbury.com/Incarnation-12?refq=adam%20hamilton%20incarnation
WHEN: Four Thursdays, November 19th, December 3rd, 10th, and 17th at 9 a.m.
PLATFORM: I have chosen the platform Zoom for our virtual meetings.
.
MEETING LINK: Contact Pastor MP at mpanco@discoverstmark.org or 636-394-2233
ext.117 to get your Zoom link for joining the virtual meeting. Any questions about study or
how to do virtual meetings, call or email me.
In Christ,
Pastor “MP”

Presbyterian Women Events - November 2020
PW Board Meeting Wednesday November 4, 9:30 a.m. via Zoom
Eve Circle – Time and Place TBA – Contact Laura Adams-Wentling
Martha Circle – 3rd Wednesday 12:30 p.m. Contact Shirley Weir
Rachel Circle – 3rd Wednesday 9:30 a.m. – Contact Susan Peters
Ruth Circle – 3rd Thursday 10:30 a.m. – Contact Diana Johanning
Hannah Circle – Thursday November 19, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom – Contact Carol Weber
Judith Circle – 3rd Thursday 7:00 p.m. – Contact Lynn Laux
Book Club – contact Judy Richardson for Zoom links
November: no meeting.
December 9: My Life in France by Julia Child, Leader Sharon Cardwell
January 27: The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri, Leader Alice Crippen
February 24: Caste: The Origins of our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson, Leader Judy Ricardson
March 24: The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate, Leader Shirley Boeker
April 28: Once Upon a River by Diane Setterfield, Leader Pat Eisenbery
May 26: To the Bright Edge of the World by Iowyn Ivey, Leader Cay Noble
June 23: The Dutch House by Ann Patchett, Leader Laura Adams-Wentling
July: no meeting
August 25: The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson, Leader Nancy Sutch
September 22: Meeting for book selections Year 2021-22

