OUR PHILOSOPHY
The purpose of Claymont Preschool at St. Mark is to provide a safe, nurturing,
stimulating environment in which children may grow emotionally, intellectually,
and physically at their own developmental rate.
GOALS
▪ To respect and address each child's developmental needs, abilities, and
experience.
▪ To develop positive feelings of self-worth.
▪ To encourage children to express their needs in appropriate ways.
▪ To learn to get along with other children, by leading, following, and
accepting differences.
▪ To trust and enjoy other adults.
▪ To instill excitement towards school and learning.
▪ To develop gross and fine motor skills.
▪ To make good choices, explore, question, and use their imagination.
▪ To enjoy books, music, and the outside world.
▪ To work with parents to guide children through these important early years.
CHILD GUIDANCE PHILOSOPHY/BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT
Our preschool's philosophy of discipline is based on setting reasonable limits and
consequences, and encouraging self-discipline. Staff respond promptly and in
developmentally appropriate ways to children. All staff work to foster children's
emotional wellbeing by demonstrating respect for others and creating a positive
emotional climate that is reflected in behaviors such as social conversations, joint
laughter, and genuine caring. Pro-social behaviors are promoted through modeling,
teaching negotiation through shared materials, encouraging listening to one another,
and encouraging the help of children in providing comfort should a classmate be sad.
Limits of the classroom are set by the teachers to ensure the safety of children. No child
may hurt another child, and our staff strives to prevent such from happening. Children
are encouraged to resolve differences verbally. Teachers attempt to redirect activity or
mediate when necessary to protect children from aggressive behavior. If inappropriate
behavior continues, logical consequences may follow so children will learn the effect of
their actions. The school will work with parents to explore alternate methods of
reinforcing acceptable behavior which will improve a child's ability to function
successfully in a group. Corporal punishment is never acceptable. During non -COVID
times, parents are free to visit the classroom at any time. If a child cannot adjust to
preschool within a reasonable length of time, it may be necessary to have the student
withdrawn.

